
An exhibition that explores the personal experiences of soldiers of the 27th Australian Infantry Battalion as they 
returned home to resume their lives in Unley (SA) after service on the front during the Great War.

SYNTHETIC creat ive ser v ices

Unley’s Own - Returning Home



|  Some of the soldiers of the 27th BrigadeSYNTHETIC creat ive ser v ices



|  Research materials and artefactsSYNTHETIC creat ive ser v ices
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|  Interpretive

Each soldier has a personal profile that shows his war service and what 
he did when he returned to Unley.

Cut-outs of soldiers are the size of the real person.
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Lancelot Lee Barnard

25 

5 feet 9 ¼ inches 

11 stone 6 pound 

Brown eyes, brown hair

Fisher Street, Malvern

Self employed, traveller

495

Corporal
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Lancelot Lee Barnard was 25 years old and single when he enlisted 

at Oaklands on 5 January 1915 and was assigned to the 3rd/27th 

Infantry Battalion/B Company. He gave his home address as that 

of his father at Fisher Street, Malvern.  He was of Jewish faith 

and put his occupation as being self-employed as a traveller in 

Adelaide prior to enlisting.  

He sailed from Australia on 31st May 1915 and disembarked at 

Mudros, Lemnos where he was promoted to Temporary (T) Corporal.   

The following month he was promoted to Prov. Sergeant, then 

reverted to Corporal in early June before returning to ranks 

later that same month. In December 1915, he was again promoted 

to Corporal. In January 1916 the 27th Battalion departed Egypt 

for Europe.  Barnard was wounded in action in France in August 

1916 at the Battle of the Somme in Pozières where the battalion 

successfully captured a windmill position.   He was treated for 

shell shock on two separate occasions that same week and after a 

stay in hospital, Barnard was discharged to service on 13 October 

1916 to the Base Depot at Étaples, Northern France.

Lancelot Lee Barnard

Barnard had a colourful service history.  

In 1916 he contracted and was treated for 

venereal disease, then in November 1917 he 

went AWOL (illegally absent from service). 

He returned to service in March 1918 and 

was court martialed, returned to the rank 

of Private and sentenced to two years 

jail.  He was detached to the F.P. Compound 

in France in April but his sentence was 

suspended and he rejoined his unit in May. 

When discharged in July 1919 any sentencing 

was remitted, although, this was not the 

case for every soldier.  He returned to 

Australia discharged as 100 per cent fit 

despite having some hearing loss. Barnard 

received a 1914/15 Star, British Medal and 

Victory Medal in 1922.

When he returned, Barnard lived at 187 

Fisher Street, Unley. He had viewed his 

military service as a job, allotting 

earnings of 6 shillings a day to his State 

Savings Bank account in Currie Street, 

Adelaide; he earned £675/3/10 over his 

total service.   

He then found a job in the carpet department of 

Myers in the city where he worked as a salesman for 

23 years. On 18 December 1957, he arose early, as 

was his routine, and drove his Willy’s sedan to 

work, parking on King William Road near Elder Park 

just after 7 am. As he bent over to dust his shoes, 

he let out a gasp and kneeled over in front of his 

car.  Two men came to his aid and assisted him to 

lie on a bench, however, Barnard, aged 67 years 

old, was dead by the time two police constables 

arrived to assist.  He was carrying a large sum 

of money on his person at the time and this along 

with his belongings were returned to his wife at 

the mortuary.  His wife noted he had sometimes 

complained of tiredness after a day’s work, 

otherwise he was considered healthy. 

The Returned Sailors and Soldiers Imperial League 

(RSSIL) applied for his death to be accepted as war 

related, however it was rejected by the Department 

of Veteran Affairs. He was cremated at Centennial 

Park.

At the age of 34, in 1923, he married Gillian Hope Moyse and had one son almost twenty 

years into their marriage.  Barnard was then 52 years old and the family lived at 49 

Asquith Street, Nailsworth in a soldier’s home he was paying off under the Department 

of Repatriation Soldier’s Home Loan Scheme. Barnard worked as an auctioneer until 1934 

when he was charged with, and pleaded guilty to, the theft of some items from a house 

being auctioned for sale.  The items were left in his care at the time and he had decided 

to keep them.  As it was his only offence and he was said to be a man of good character, he 

received a lenient 14-day goal sentence. 

Myers building, Rundle Street 

SLSA B 14263



|  Trench recreation

• A replication of a WW1 trench was constructed within the museum

• Visitors can climb up on the trench and look through a periscope

• By looking through the periscope you can watch a video of no-mans land 

• Artefacts that soldiers would have are attached to the trench replica.

SYNTHETIC creat ive ser v ices Life in the TrenchesDuring WWI the western front, where the 27th Battalion fought in many battles, trench warfare was used. Both sides built deep trenches from where they would fire at the enemy, in trenches 50 to 100 meters away, and take shelter from enemy fire. Trenches stretched for many miles and were a zigzagging network, connecting trenches of different levels. During WWI 
between 1914 and 1918 the trenches prevented either side from moving forward and gaining any ground.

The trenches were dug by soldiers. Trenches were around 3.5 meters deep and often reinforced with beams, sandbags and iron as you can see here. Many soldiers kept photographs of loved ones and other personal items in the trenches.

Australian light horseman using a periscope rifle, 

Gallipoli 1915
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Voices from the front

• Soldiers of the 27th Brigade wrote diaries and letters from the trenches. An actor was used to read 
some of their memories and edited into a looped video

• Period uniform and equipment

• Video clips projected on the wall next to the soldiers’ profiles


